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This article the of cancer he diagnosis of a “cancer” that would otherwis
to cause symptoms or death. We describe the two prerequisites for cancer overdiagnosis to occur: the existence
disease reservoir and activities leading to its detection (particularly cancer screening). We estimated the magnitude «
nosis from randomized trials: about 25% of mammographically detected breast cancers, 50% of chest x-ray and/or sput.
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OBJECTIVE To comparetrendsin thyroid cancer incidenc
characteristicsat diagnosis.

DESIGN, SETTING, AND PARTICIPANTS Trends in thyroid

and End Results9 (SEER-9) cancer regisry program, and
wes calculated usinglogHinear regression.

EXPOSURE Tumor characteristics.

MAIN OUICOMES AND MEASURES Annual percent changc
indidence and indidence-based mortally rates by histolog
dagnosed during 19742013,

RESULTS Among 77 276 patients (mean [SD] age at dagnc
women) diagnosed with thyroid cancer from 1974-2013, ¢
most common histologic type (64625 cases), and 2371 ck
during 1094-2013. Thyroid cancer incidence increased, on
3.2%3.9%) during 19742013 (from 4.56 per 100000 pe
per 100000 persomyears in 2010-2013), primarily relate
Gancer (annual percent change, 4:4% [95% C1, 4.0%-4.7
incidenceinareased for al SEER stages at ciagnos's (46%
vea for regional, 2.4% per year for distant, 18%per year
incdence-based mortality ncreased 119% per year (95% C
100000 personryears in 19941997 t0.0.46 per 100000
and 299% per year (95% CI, 11%4.79%)for SEER distant s
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